PAGE  
5

[image: image1.png]



SEX EDUCATION POLICY

LNS Sex Education Policy

Sex education forms part of a wider programme of health education, which is taught within the Personal, Social and Health Education programme.  Aspects of sexual development and behaviour are taught in the context of a moral framework and with regard to the values of family life.  The need for self-restraint, dignity and respect for others is emphasised to both sexes and students are taught the emotional, moral and physical risks of promiscuous behaviour.

The benefits of planned parenthood within a stable married relationship are discussed as an integral part of the course.

All maintained secondary schools are required to provide sex education (including information about HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases) to all students.  Only the biological aspect of sex education are taught as part of National Curriculum Science.  We believe that sex education is important for all students and we would expect parents to discuss any concerns with the school before seeking to exercise their right to withdraw a child.

Teaching resources are available for parents to view on request and opportunities will be provided for parents to see these materials when they are displayed at open evenings.  More details regarding the specific content of the programme are available by request to the School Office.

Occasionally during a lesson which is not part of the Personal Social and Health Education programme, issues relating to sexual conduct may arise from the subject matter being taught.  Discussion arising on such an occasion will reflect the values endorsed in the school’s policy statement but would not constitute “sex education” as defined in law.

Aims of the sex education programme are:

· To combat ignorance and to increase knowledge and understanding

· To reduce guilt and anxiety 

· To promote responsible behaviour

· To combat exploitation

· To promote the ability to make informed decisions about personal values

· To facilitate communication on sexual matters

· To develop educational skills for the future parents and carers

Content of the sex education programme 

Sex Education will be will be taught as a part of the Personal, Social and Health Education programme.  The areas to be covered are the sexual behaviour aspects of human relationships, contraception and sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV and AIDS.  The programme will also seek to encourage an exploration of personal, social and moral considerations and will seek to equip students with the skills of resisting unwanted pressure.  To comply with government requirements, sex education in Science will be restricted to the biological aspects of sexual behaviour.  In other subject areas opportunities for considering broader emotional and ethical dimensions to sexual attitudes may well arise and be dealt with.

The programme will present factors in an objective and balanced manner so that students can:

· Comprehend the range of sexual attitudes and behaviour in present day society

· Know what is and what is not illegal

· Make informed, reasoned and responsible decisions about the personal values they will adopt both while they are at school and in adulthood

· Emphasise the skills, attitude and insights that young people need in order to form loving and caring relationships

· Foster self-esteem, self-awareness and the skills of assertiveness that will enable them to resist and avoid unwelcome peer or social pressures.

Sex education will include questions of values and beliefs.  It is therefore bound to be controversial.  Young people will be presented with a balanced range of viewpoints on an issue so that they can assess the evidence and explore ideas without distortion.

Teaching about the physical aspects sexual behaviour should be set within a clear moral framework in which students are encouraged to consider the importance of self-restraint, dignity and respect for themselves and others and helped to recognise the physical, emotional and moral risks of casual and promiscuous behaviour.  Students should appreciate the benefits of a stable relationship and the responsibilities of parenthood.

Who will teach sex education

The PSHE programme of sex education will normally be delivered by permanent members of the teaching staff teaching mixed ability groups, which on occasion, may be re-organised as single-sex classes.  Student teachers and supply staff will not be involved in delivering the sex education programme unless accompanied by a permanent member of staff.  Where outside speakers are used they will normally be accompanied by the teacher(s) with whose classes they are going to work.  Outside speakers may be Health Professionals or representatives of the Family Planning Association or product advisors from commercial interests.  Occasionally, interactive theatre groups may be used.  The decision to use such agencies or groups will take into account students’ age and levels of maturity.  Copies of the Sex Education Policy should be made available whenever outside agencies are used.  There should be a clear understanding between the school and the agency about the content to be covered.

Advice and confidentiality

Staff may not offer students one-to-one advice on contraception or sexual behaviour.  Neither may staff promise confidentiality to students since there are some issues e.g. child protection or unplanned pregnancy, which may have to be referred to other people.

In cases of special needs, students may require alternative and more appropriate provision.  In such circumstances help from outside agencies may be sought but always in consultation with parents and the students.

Curricular content

A folder containing a copy of all printed materials used in the sex education programme will be kept by the PSHE Manager Mr D O’Brien and will be made available to parents on request.

Parental rights

Parents may withdraw their child from any or all parts of the sex education programme other than from those parts which form part of the Science Curriculum.  Parents who wish to exercise this right should contact the Headteacher.

Students who are withdrawn from the sex education programme shall be provided with alternative work by their PSHE teachers, such work will be relevant to the programme’s overall aims.

Staff training

We shall seek to provide training for those teachers who are involved in the sex education programme in order to provide them with the requisite skills and knowledge.  We shall also ensure that colleagues who are engaged in the programme are kept up-to-date with DfES and Lambeth Education regulations and guidelines.

Monitoring the implementation of the Policy

The Curriculum Leader for PSHE will be responsible for the day-to-day implantation of the policy in relation to the preparation and delivery of sex education within the curriculum.

Representatives from the curriculum committee of the Governing Body will monitor sex education issues on a regular basis to enable the appropriate implementation of the policy.

Parental Rights

The Governors of LNS endorse the Government’s view that the prime responsibility for brining up children rests with the parents and that teaching on sex education should therefore be complimentary to and supportive of their role; and it should have regard to their views about its content and presentation.

All resources and materials used as part of the sex education programmes described above are available for parents to look at.  If parents wish to comment on these resources or any aspect of the programme they are welcome to contact in the first instance the Head of PSHE.  Parents my withdraw their child from all or part of sex education – except that which is included in the National Curriculum.  A reason does not have to be given for withdrawal, although parents may wish to do so.  The Tutor or Head of PSHE should be informed of cases where parents do wish to withdraw their child and alternative arrangements will be made by the school.  Students over the age of 16 and under 18 who wish to challenge their parents’ decision would ultimately have to apply to the courts.

Dealing with individual queries from students

If, in the course of sex education, a student raises an explicit concern which is not appropriate for the whole class, the teacher should normally discuss this first with the students’ parents and Head of PSHE.  In exceptional circumstances it may be appropriate to speak to the young person before consulting their parents to clarify the basis for concern.  In these circumstances the teacher is advised to be accompanied by another member of staff.  This maybe the Head of PSHE – Deputy Head,

A teacher’s pastoral concerns should never trespass on parental rights and responsibilities as a general rule teachers should not give contraceptive advice to an individual student under the age of sixteen.  A student requesting advice on any aspect of sexual behaviour, should be encouraged to discuss the matter with his parents and if appropriate a relevant health professional.

A teacher who believes that a student’s conduct might entail moral or physical risk, or be in breach of the law, must ensure that s/he is aware of the implications.  The Child Protection Officer should be informed, who will also counsel the student and he is underage – arrange for the parents to be informed (preferably by the student) if appropriate.  Where the special support services or the LA should be involved will depend upon the particular circumstances and the professional judgement of the staff.

Counselling
The school has the services of a counsellor Mrs Maureen Prince.  In order to book an appointment it is necessary to contact either Ann Watson (Assistant SENCo) or Michelle Talbot (SENCo).  Tutors or Heads of Year should notify the SENCO or the Deputy Head – Mr N McGregor.  Students can also book an appointment through the SENCo.

